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said Mr. Maki with an expression of professional
disapproval as he explained that the shroud kimono
is closed on the opposite side from regular ones;
to wit, on the left side of the chest. But only an
undertaker can make a coffin. In fact, it was as
box makers that undertakers first came into exis-
tence. In ancient times death was thought of as
being unclean so the family tended to everything
but the box which they ordered to be made by
some local carpenter or chest maker. As Bud-
dhism removed this death stigma, undertaking
became a trade of its own.
Mr. Maki showed me his standard coffin for
adults which is always 6 shaku long (about 6 ft.)
by 2 shaku wide (about 2 ft.), with the wood 1.2
inches thick. He sells mostly cypress coffins at
150 yea each but an equally popular model is
made fcf momi (fir) wood and sells for about eighty
yen. The momi wood is softer so in such coffins
the wood is i * 5 inches thick.
"The prices go down according to the thin-
ness of the wood. The thinnest ones with wood
only . 5 inches thick are as cheap as fourteen yen.
Coffins for the very poor cost as little as five yea
but I don't make them," said Mr. Maki as he ran
an admiring hand over the white satin lining of
a coffin. The linings are a Western idea.